
Sunday – am – 5th April 2020 

Look Only to Jesus – He Seeks, and He Saves 

Once again, good morning to you - wherever you are as you listen to 

God’s word, I trust that you are well, and you will be blessed of God by 

His Spirit today.  

Let me read for you – a well known story found in Luke 19: 1 – 10… 

It’s the story of Zacchaeus – but our focus is not directly the story itself 

– but the mission of Jesus… Let’s read and then let’s pray together… 

I wonder if you’ve got a list of things you would like to do – achieve – 

places to visit… commonly known today as a ‘bucket list’ – things to do 

before ‘I kick the bucket’… die… 

I’ve no wish to jump out of a plane and sky dive – bungee jump off the 

highest bridge – swim with sharks – they seem to me to be more likely 

to bring my life to an end… 

In his ministry – Jesus was resolutely set on his mission – it was a 

mission for which he came to this world for – the message of the 

angels – He will be a rescuer and save his people from their sins… 

It was a mission, that no amount of popularity, or persuasion otherwise 

from those closest to Him would allow him to lose focus on his one all 

consuming purpose – to save the world. 

Everything he did was focused through that one purpose – every 

miracle, healing, sermon preached, every person he spoke with – all 

with the purpose of reaching out to a lost world and longing for them 

to be saved. 

Jesus didn’t come to make people morally better, to bring about 

religious reform or a make people and society better… He came to save 

us from our sin so that we could live with Him for all eternity. 



After meeting up with Zacchaeus Jesus states this very purpose in v10 

(read)… was society better for a changed Zacc – was he morally better 

– yes of course – but only because of Jesus’ purpose being fulfilled in 

him… A changed heart – a new heart… new life… 

The Apostle Paul put Jesus’ mission like this in his letter to Timothy… 1: 

15… ‘Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ 

Jesus came into the world to save sinners – of whom I am the worst.’ 

Christ Jesus was heading to Jerusalem – He was heading to the cross 

and his last recorded meeting with people along the way was with 

Zacchaeus… the next stop was Jerusalem! 

It was a great encounter – Jesus deliberately and purposefully seeks 

out a thief, a traitor, a man despised by the Jews and in this story, we 

have a brilliant picture of Jesus’ mission – to seek and to save the lost! 

It was a mission we see right the way back in Genesis – in a garden - 

where God seeks out Adam and Eve with the question – ‘Where are 

you?’ I’m looking for you – you have wandered away from me – you 

have rejected my way – you have refused my word… Where are you? I 

want to bring you back!  

This is God at work, and it’s continued ever since… Ezekiel 34 picks us 

this thread brilliantly… Scan read the chapter…  I will search… look 

after… rescue… gather them… pasture them… tend them… I myself will 

make them lie down… (Let me read v 16a) – then in verses 23-24… 

This shepherd is Jesus – He will be their Shepherd – He will seek after 

them and He will save them! 

Jesus on his final few miles before he arrived in Jerusalem – sees a 

helpless, lonely, lost man and changed his life forever…  

We know the story well, Zacchaeus, a Jew – working for the Romans – 

fleecing his own people and making a fortune for himself – hated by his 

own people… but for some reason – He was desperate to see Jesus – 

little did He know, that Jesus’ very purpose in travelling through his 



town that day was to see Zacchaeus – He already knew his name – he 

knew the place where he would encounter him… He knew that his 

command – ‘I must stay at your house today’ couldn’t be refused and 

would result in Jesus’ words of v 9 – 10… (READ). 

Jesus is in no doubt, Zacchaeus life has been changed completely – He 

is now a true son of Abraham – not an ethnic or nationalistic identity – 

but a spiritual one – marked out by faith and trust in Christ Jesus. 

He is saved owing to an encounter with Jesus – He seeks out – He saves 

and brings people into His Kingdom… do you know that? Are you 

certain you belong to Jesus – not because of what you do – where you 

were born or good things that you have done? 

Be good for us for a moment to think through what it means to be 

lost… 

Wonder if you have ever been lost…? In a shop as a child… perhaps on 

a journey…(we can get in more of a mess trying to make our own 

way…) lost on holiday… on a run… (Greece – town – dogs – hills) 

disorientating – becomes frightening – fearful… not pleasant… 

Here’s what the Bible means by lost – it’s not pleasant – it’s fearful… 

‘Lost’ describes a person who does not know God, have a relationship 

with God. It has nothing to do with how good someone is or isn’t, how 

kind or gentle they are, how spiritual / religious someone is… ‘Lost’ 

literally means lost. Wandered away from God and although they think 

they are running their own lives – Satan is the lord, ruler of their lives. 

Listen to Paul as he explains some of this meaning of lostness to the 

early church… To Rome he wrote ‘there is no one who understands; 

there is no one who seeks God, all have turned away. 3: 11… 

To Ephesus he wrote ‘Remember… you were separate from Christ, 

excluded from citizenship… foreigners to the promises of God… 



without hope and without God.’ 2: 12… In another words ‘Lost’ 

completely and utterly without Christ… 

It doesn’t get any easier in our readings – but here is the outcome for 

the lost… context is church in Thessalonica – Christ’s second coming – 

God is just in all his dealings and will bring relief to his people… The 

‘lost’… He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the 

gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with everlasting 

destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord… 2 Thess 1: 8-9 

God takes ‘lostness’ extremely seriously – sadly we don’t… We think 

everything will just be alright in the end (We’ve seen it in different 

reactions to COVID-19…) 

Zacchaeus’ story brings great hope… Jesus set his mind on going to 

Jerusalem – knowing what awaited him there – his death – but in his 

death and resurrection we have the fulfilment of God’s great rescue 

mission. A Saviour who has come to save His people from their sins… 

He would do it by the greatest act of sacrifice the world has ever seen 

and by the greatest power displayed in raising Jesus to new life. Easter 

beckons – Good Friday is around the corner, where Christ cries your 

name – I’ve come for you – I’ve died for you – I’m seeking after you – 

won’t you hear my voice – won’t you heed my call – won’t you except 

my invitation to come to your house and eat with and dine with you…? 

Easter Sunday is around the corner – where Christ is no longer found in 

a tomb. He’s alive! The resurrected Jesus, defeater of death and sin… 

There were some in the crowd that day in Jericho who mocked Jesus, 

ridiculed him, rejected him and his view of them that they were lost – 

there was one man who we know, heard his invitation – welcomed him 

gladly and was changed forever…  

How will you respond… your status is not the issue… your heart is…? 

The invitation comes from God to call upon His name… He is calling you 

– Ask him to help you respond rightly to Him as He calls…  


